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• Spatial proximity to kin is a fundamental structural characteristic that

shapes contact, obligations, and provision/acquisition of care (Kolk

2016). Several studies to date have indicated that family support has a

pro-natal influence on women’s fertility (Kaptijn et al. 2010; Mathews &

Sear 2013; Waynforth 2011), although evidence from low-fertility

settings with a familistic tradition is still scarce and inconclusive.

• Recent research by Mendez (2015) suggests that couples in southern

Europe live close to their parents in order to reconcile work and family

by taking advantage of their own mothers’ low labour force participation

rate, whereas Raymo et al. (2010) found no clear evidence that

intergenerational residential proximity is associated with higher fertility

intentions among Italian and Japanese women.

BACKGROUND

MAIN FINDINGS

• This inconsistent empirical evidence may reflect data limitations, but

context may also matter. Tobío and Fernández Cordón (2013) have

demonstrated the central role of family networks for intergenerational

exchanges in Andalusia and highlighted the key importance of spatial

proximity for kinship support.

• In this study, we argue that geographical proximity to kin can be an

important asset for those who lack economic or educational assets; it

may constitute social capital that compensates for a scarcity of other

resources. While spatial proximity to kin may be a strategic response to

the high opportunity costs of childberaing, it can also be a burden that

restrains individual careers, and nearness is not always preferred,

particularly among women with high levels of education who may be in

more favourable economic circumstances.

▪ The relationship between transition to second births and geographical

proximity to kin is only statistically significant among uniparous women

with low educational attainment.

▪ Contrary to expectations, we find no evidence that locational nearness

to kin, particularly to parents(-in-law), is associated with having a

second child among mothers with post-compulsory education (upper

secondary and tertiary levels) for whom the opportunity costs of

childbearing are thought to be the greatest.

▪ One reason this might be the case is that those with higher levels of

education are hypothesised to live further away (which may counteract

the direct effects) and have increased access to non-familial childcare

or reductions in strong normative expectations of intensive mothering.

▪ Meanwhile, geographical proximity to parents(-in-law) and siblings

appears to play an important role in offsetting the relatively high costs of

having a second child for women with low educational attainment for

whom nearness to kin may represent a source of low-cost childcare.

• To investigate whether Spanish women in the low fertility setting of Andalusia are more likely to have a second child if they lived in close

proximity to parents and/or siblings.
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NEXT STEPS

• The idea is to extend this analysis by investigating the residential mobility of both mothers and their kin from around the time of the first birth up to the birth of the second child.
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DATA

• Geo-referenced individual data from the Longitudinal Database of the Andalusian

Population (LDAP) is used to develop a 10-year follow-up study of Spanish-born

mothers with one child born around 2001 and continued residence in Andalusia

during the study period (2001-2011). All uniparous mothers have at least, one

parent alive (N = 55,088) and/or at least, one sibling (N = 55,340).

• To address our main research question – were uniparous Spanish-born women in

Andalusia more likely to have a second child between 2001 and 2011 if they lived in

close residential proximity to their parents and/or siblings? – we model the risk of

having a second birth as a function of locational nearness to kin after taking into

account individual and household characteristics (age at first birth, marital status,

educational attainment, housing tenure, number of rooms in accommodation and

parental co-residence).

AIM

• Cox proportional hazards regression with censored data is applied to estimate the

risk of having a second birth. The model can be expressed as: h{(t), (z1, z2, ..., zm)}

= h0(t)*exp(b1*z1 + ... + bm*zm), where h(t,...) denotes the resultant hazard, given the

values of the m covariates for the respective case (z1, z2, ..., zm) and the respective

survival time (t).

METHODS

• To investigate whether geographical proximity between mothers and their parents

and/or siblings has positive effects on the fertility of uniparous mothers, this study

uses door-to-door Euclidian distances based on the exact dwelling location for each

mother, parent and sibling using comprehensive population register data.


