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DRAFT Concept Note and Agenda 
 
Across contexts, young people want to have a voice in research, policy and programming decisions 
that are about them or impact them. Doing so may have positive implications for conflict 
prevention and resolution: Research suggests that when individuals – specifically children – are 
engaged in analyzing the causes of violent conflict, and then crafting and implementing solutions, 
the potential for positive change is significant. 
 
The United Nations University Centre for Policy Research (UNU-CPR) will host an event on 25 
November to highlight emerging participatory research and programming practices with young 
people affected by conflict, and to examine the accessibility, challenges and benefits of these 
practices. UNU-CPR and War Child1 will present a participatory approach that they co-developed 
and piloted in Central African Republic (CAR) in response to the lack of robust engagement with 
children and youth in policy-oriented research.2 The event will further showcase how such research 

 
1 War Child is an NGO focused on addressing children’s pressing needs during conflict (and thereafter) – particularly with regard to 
their education, protection, psychosocial wellbeing and livelihoods. 
2 UNU-CPR’s previous research on the recruitment and use of children by armed groups in contemporary conflict identified that children 
are rarely engaged as partners in research about or programming aimed at them in a robust or meaningful way. In identifying ways to 
improve prevention and reintegration programming for children in today’s conflicts, UNU-CPR highlighted the need for engaging 
children and youth “in the initial assessment, design, and implementation stages of prevention and release/reintegration 
programming”. Siobhan O’Neil, “Child Recruitment and Use by Armed Groups in Contemporary Conflict,” in Siobhan O’Neil and 
Kato Van Broeckhoven, eds., Cradled by Conflict: Child Involvement with Armed Groups in Contemporary Conflict, (United Nations 
University: New York, 2018), p. 28. 
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can be practical, cost effective, and critical to enabling young people to articulate their self-
identified needs, capacities, and concerns.    
 
After a short introductory panel, the event will move to a showcase reception to allow participants 
to engage informally with researchers, practitioners and policymakers who have conducted or are 
currently conducting participatory research, policymaking processes, and programming with 
children and youth.  
 
The event will take place in the wings of an Arria-Formula meeting of the the Security Council on 
the reintegration of children associated with armed forces and armed groups (CAAFAGs) on 26 
November. The Arria-Formula meeting will highlight the need for more robust engagement with 
war-affected children and youth in research, policy, and programmatic efforts that impact them. 
UNU-CPR’s panel and reception will showcase emerging, practical solutions for addressing this 
need and provide policymakers, practitioners, and researchers with inspiration, tools, and 
examples of how young people can serve as partners.  
 
 

Draft Agenda 
 
16:00-16:30    Introductory Panel 
 

- UNU-CPR and War Child – Participatory Workshops with War-Affected Children and Youth 
in CAR 

 
- Yenny Londoño – Engaging Youth in Peace Processes  

 
- UNICEF – New Participatory Action Research (PAR) guidance [representative TBC] 

 
- Kabba Williams – Ex-CAAFAG as Research Partners 

 
- Prof. Jaremey McMullin – Youth-Designed and -Led Support in Liberia 

 
- Angela Popplewell/100Cameras – Photography as a Medium for Child- and Youth-

Research Collaboration 
 
 
16:30-17:30   Reception and Showcase 
 


