
 

 
 
 

Contribution of Dr Derek Patrick to the Far Far from Ypres Teaching Resource 
 
Far, Far from Ypres is a musical stage production created and devised by Ian 
McCalman, founding member of The McCalman’s folk group.  With the use of songs 
and poems from and about WWI, and very moving visual images screened during 
the performance, the production follows the story of an archetypical young Scottish 
soldier.  Following a ten venue tour of Scotland the production was awarded MG 
Alba’s Event of the Year Award 2018 at the Traditional Music Awards ceremony. 
 
Using the production as an inspiration, Dr Patrick created a template for using the 
production as a base for creating resources for teachers of students at National 5 
and Higher level.  However, much of the final resources can be used at all levels. 
 
Dr Patrick has been the key person in assembling the resources working with many 
different people to make it a relevant and appropriate resource for teachers.  Over 
the last year, Dr Patrick has: 
 

• Liaised with Ian McCalman over choice of material from the production 

• Engaged with representatives from the education sector including, practising 
teachers, SQA, Initial Teacher Education Institutions, Education Scotland, 
Great War Dundee 

• Invited prominent historians, advisers and educationalists to speak on film for 
the resources, such as Trevor Royle, Group Captain Bob Kemp, Billy Kenefick 
and Neil McLennan 

• Sought and supervised the arrangement of other teaching resources 

• Provided advice to Poppyscotland on the arrangement of these on the 
Poppyscotland website, where they can be accessed by teachers  

 
The use of video film from the stage production, the advice and participation of 
others, including speakers, has been done on a largely voluntary basis which is 
testament to the value which contributors put on this resource and their respect for 
Dr Patrick .  His enthusiasm and diligence has been the driving force behind getting 
the project from conception to completion.   
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